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History of Computers 

 An English inventor named Charles Babbage designed the first computer in the 

1830s.  It was mechanical, not electronic, because scientists did not yet know how 

electricity worked.  The design called for more than 50,000 moving parts.  The machine 

was designed to follow instructions that people entered using punched cards. 

 The first electronic computers were invented in the 1940s.  In place of 

mechanical parts, they used electronic switching devices called vacuum tubes.  These 

computers were so big that just one of them filled a whole room. 

 Computers improved after the transistor was invented in 1947.  The transistor 

was an electronic switching device that was much smaller and worked better than a 

vacuum tube.  By 1960 transistors had mostly replaced vacuum tubes in computers.

 The first computers with microprocessors appeared in the early 1970s.  A 

microprocessor had many tiny transistors on one small wafer, or chip.  It made personal 

computers possible.  As more transistors were included in microprocessors, computers 

became faster and less expensive. 
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