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Outdoor Activities 

Idaho residents are well known for enjoying the outdoors.  They enjoy recreational 

activities such as hiking, camping, riding ATV’s, and horseback riding in the summer.  In the 

winter, sports such as skiing, snowboarding, and snowmobiling are very popular activities.  

Across the nation, we have seen an increase in the participation rate in outdoor activities.  The 

following chart gives a small sample of the things people participate in nationwide. 

2006 2011 Increase

Backpacking 3.6% 3.7% Formula

Fishing 14.4% 2.6% Formula

Hunting 6.3% 6.2% Formula

Kayaking 1.9% 4.8% Formula

Scuba Diving 2.2% 0.9% Formula

Recreational Activities

  

One of the sports that quite a few Idaho residents participate in, can also take place 

throughout the year is hunting.  Idaho is well regarded as a prime hunting state in the nation.   

Hunting 

 Hunting is an activity that is often times passed down from father to son.  While in the 

past very few women participated in the sport, today, many more women and girls are getting 

involved in the sport.  According to an article from “National Hunting and Fishing Day,” the 

number of female hunters has increased by 163,000! 
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 Summer.  In the summer, coyote and rock chuck hunting is a popular activity in 

Southern Idaho.  These creatures are considered a nuisance in this part of the state and a 

general hunting license allows a person to bag as many as their ammunition supply allows. 

 Fall.  Most people who participate in hunting eagerly wait for the fall hunting season to 

begin.  Deer, elk, goose, and duck hunting are some of the most popular animals that hunters 

are after.  Deer hunters in Idaho can stalk their quarry with either their archery equipment, or 

with a rifle.  The following chart shows us how many deer were harvested in 2012. 

Hunters Harvested Bucks Does

Archery 17,352 2,570 30,549 10,542

Muzzleloader 2,632 760 388 370

Any Weapon 116,240 37,841 28,697 9,082

All weapons Formula Formula Formula Formula

2012 Idaho Deer Statistics

 

Please write a very short paragraph about the outdoor recreational activities you like to 

participate in, or, what your opinion on hunting is.  Please make sure it is long enough to cover 

the subject, but not so long that the reference information goes onto another page. 

 
 
 
 
http://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov and http://fishandgame.idaho.gov 
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