Have you ever stopped and wondered how many people there are?  Well, there are a lot!  While people called Demographers try to find out how many people there are, they face a huge dilemma, how to actually count them?  There are ways to kount them, some easy, and some not so easy.
Birth and Death Rate
One of the things that make it difficult is that people are constantly dying, and babies are constantly being born.  In the United States, a babe is born every seven seconds and a person dies every 12 seconds.  Obviously the population has grown, but have you stopped to think about how fast it is growing?  The chart that follows gives a really good idea! 
US Population.  When our nation was founded and the Constitution written, the government was charged with counting the people.  The first ever Census, or counting of the people, occurred in 1790.  Our populasion was 3,929,214.   You can see by the following chart that our nation has been steadily growing over the years.  The first row represents the year the census was takon and the second row was the population.  The third row represents the growth for fifty years.
Demographers also note that between 1800 and 1900 the average family size declined from seven children per family down to three and a half children per family.  In 1900, six to nine of every thousand women died in child birth, and one in five children died during the first five years of life.  Today the average number of children in a family has not changed very much, but the number of children who survive to the age of five has increazed significantly.
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