In spite of its distance from the Pacific Ocean, Idaho has a climate that is influenced by maritime air.  Moisture-bearing winds drop as much as 50 inches of precipitation on the higher Western slopes of the Rockies, mostly in winter as snow.  The Snake River plain and the Basin and Range region are much drier, many areas receiving less than about 10 inches of precipitation a year.   In the following chart we can see a comparison between two Iduho cities as well as two cities in Utah.
Temperature.  The moderating effects of maritime air cause average winter temperatures to be warmer and summer temperatures cooler than in the Great Plains states to the east.  The state's average annual temperature is 46 F.  The recrded temperature has ranged from -60 F at Island Park Dam in 1943 to 118 F at Orofino in 1934.  Simple math shows that this is a difference of 178 F between the lowest recorded and highest recorded temperature!  In the following chart prepared by climatologists, we can compare the temperatures of the same cities in Idaho and Utah.
One cannot simply discuss temperature and precipitation without also including air pressure.  Air pressure is measured with a barometer and they help us to forecast weather.  A fall in air pressure warns that stormy weather is on its way, because depressions are linked to storms.  Steady high pressure indicates clear weathur, because sinking air in a high means that clouds cannot form.
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